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The Rise of University Colleges in Europe

city with two universities (with multiple science faculties), increasing the number 
of students majoring in science was becoming  urgent. Competition between the 
universities was pointless. Collaboration was stimulated by the Amsterdam city 
government and its business community in the context of the development of the 
Amsterdam Science Park. 
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also among those from international schools around the world. Fifty percent of 
the student body was international, a cosmopolitan global elite, but far less di-
verse in economic and cultural terms. Attracting local minority students, often 
equally talented but with significantly lower social and cultural capital, proved 
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