
For more on the broad trends that mark American engagement with 
various forms of the humanities, visit humanitiesindicators.org or 
email humanitiesindicators@amacad.org.

THE VALUE OF WRITING
Writing is essential for communicating with oth-

ers, processing and retaining knowledge, and re-
fining critical thinking. Students who write also ex-

pand their capacity for self-expression and develop 
greater confidence in their own voice. Writing ability is 
an important life skill, particularly in the job market. In 
surveys of business leaders and human resources man-
agers, written communication skills are highly sought 
after among new employees.

INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
826valencia, named after its street address in the Mis-
sion District of San Francisco, works to help under-served 
students in the Bay Area improve both their academic 
and creative writing. The group provides one-on-one tu-
toring in multiple locations around the city and publish-
es student works as books, magazines, and podcasts. 

In addition to tutoring students, 826valencia offers 
workshops, field trips, summer programs, and college 
scholarships. Best of all, its main office is located be-
hind its Pirate Supply Store, which sells things like ogre 
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