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THE VALUE OF  
HUMANITIES IN MEDICINE

While the humanities are often juxtaposed with 
the medical sciences, recent work shows impor

tant areas of connection. Humanities majors who take 
the Medical College Admissions Test perform equal to 
or better than science and math majors. And a growing 
body of evidence indicates that art observation train
ing in medical school enhances a doctor’s diagnostic 
skills, with studies in the U.S. and U.K. showing signif
icant improvements in diagnostic ability. Medical pro
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