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THE  VALUE  OF  THE   
HUMANITIES  ONLINE

Digital  humanities  allow  scholars  to  see  pat-
terns  they  might  otherwise  miss,  and  make  hu-

manities  materials  available  to  the  public  in  new  
ways.  For  instance,  they  have  revealed  that  women  
wrote  half  of  all  published  fiction  in  1870,  but  only  a  
quarter  in  1970.  They  have  documented  the  impact  
of  Alzheimer’s  disease  on  the  novels  of Agatha  Chris-
tie  and  Iris  Murdoch,  and  mapped  the  social  and  in-
tellectual  links  among  key  Enlightenment  thinkers.

INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
At  Cleveland  State  University,  the  department  of  his-
tory  runs  the  Center  for  Public  History  +  Digital  Hu-
manities.  The  Center  pioneered  a  free  mobile  app  
called  Cleveland  Historical,  which  offers  an  interactive  
map  of  the  city  featuring  walking  tours  and  multime-
dia  exhibits.  In  addition  to  promoting  the  city’s  his-
tory,  the  app  draws  visitors  and  promotes  economic  
development  by  enriching  tourists’ experiences.  

“The  Center  aspires  to  create  rich  collaborations  
with  community  partners  and  students  in  an  effort  
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