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THE VALUE OF  
HUMANITIES MAJORS

The disciplines within the humanities collectively 
teach about dimensions of the human experience, 

as well as research and communication skills valuable 
later in life. History, literature, languages, philosophy, 
and the study of the arts help shape understanding of 
human cultures and provide perspective and tools of 
analysis. 

INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Many colleges and universities are developing pro-
grams to engage and attract students to the humanities 
while they are still in high school. Flagler College, in St. 
Augustine, Florida, has pioneered a week-long interdis-
ciplinary humanities summer program for high school 
sophomores and juniors. Funds for the program—and 
similar programs run by the University of Florida and 
Eckerd College—were provided by the Florida Human-
ities Council.  

“Students need to understand that studying in the hu-
manities helps make them broader thinkers and bet-
ter citizens. It also puts them more in control of their 
lives in the world.”

The course “Pirates, Protest and Preservation: Explor-
ing the Stories of St. Augustine” lets students explore 
the town from the vantage points of literature, history, 
women’s studies, Latin American studies, rhetoric, eth-
ics, and environmental studies. Through lectures, field 
trips, and conversation, the students gain a sense of col-
lege-level study of the humanities.

DEGREES IN  
THE HUMANITIES
After World War II, the number of humanities bachelor’s 
degrees that American universities awarded rose sharp-
ly, then suffered a significant decline in the 1970s and 
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