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As one of the nation’s oldest independent policy research
centers and learned societies, the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences convenes leaders to address critical challenges
facing our global society and provides authoritative and
nonpartisan policy advice to decision-makers in govern-
ment, academia, and the private sector. Since its founding
in 1780, the Academy has served the nation as a champion
of scholarship, civil dialogue, and useful knowledge.
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e Commission on the Future of Undergraduate Edu-
cation was created by the Academy to examine the cur-
rent state of American undergraduate education, project
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1 Determine your state’s numerical educational attain-
ment goals, communicate and promote these objec-
tives to your residents, and coordinate with colleges,
universities, and other public and private entities to achieve
these goals. Help set meaningful stretch goals for increasing
college completion rates; track improvement by population
subgroup by utilizing state longitudinal data systems; and
support campuses through targeted institutional allocations
and student nancial aid.

2 Make college completion a top state priority using
discretionary funds for competitive grants that
encourage evidence-based approaches to improving com-
pletion, such as promoting informed program choices, lim-
iting excess credits, reducing developmental coursework,
improving teaching, and redesigning curricula.

3 Improve student transfer by working collaboratively
with college and university leaders, undergirded by
an openness to evaluating and recognizing college-level
learning that takes place at multiple institutions through
various models. Align learning programs and expectations
across institutions and sectors through implementing a
transferable general education core, de ning transfer path-
way maps within popular disciplines, and supporting trans-
fer-focused advising systems that help students.

4 Ensure that public institutions are provided with
adequate funding to ful [l their missions, in partic-
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Roger W. Ferguson, Jr., President and ceo, tiaa

Michael S. McPherson, President Emeritus,
Spencer Foundation
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Joseph E. Aoun, President, Northeastern University

Deborah Loewenberg Ball, William H. Payne
Collegiate Professor, University of Michigan

Sandy Baum, Senior Fellow, Urban Institute

Rebecca M. Blank, Chancellor, University of
Wisconsin-Madison

John Seely Brown, former Director, Xerox parcC Research

Wesley G. Bush, Chairman, C€0, and President,
Northrop Grumman

Carl A. Cohn, Executive Director, California
Collaborative for Educational Excellence

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., President, Purdue University
John J. DeGioia, President, Georgetown University

Jonathan F. Fanton, President, American Academy
of Arts and Sciences

Robert Hormats, Vice Chairman, Kissinger Associates;
former Under Secretary of State for Economic Growth,
Energy, and the Environment

Freeman A. Hrabowski 111, President,
University of Maryland, Baltimore County

Jennifer L. Jennings, Professor of Sociology
and Public A airs, Princeton University

Jeremy Johnson, Co-Founder and C€0, Andela

Sherry Lansing, Founder and CeO,
Sherry Lansing Foundation

Nicholas Lemann, Professor and former Dean,
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism

J. Michael Locke, former Ce0, Rasmussen Inc.

Monica Lozano, President and CeO,
College Futures Foundation

Gail O. Mellow, President, LaGuardia Community College
Diana Natalicio, President, University of Texas at El Paso
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Hilary Pennington, Vice President, Ford Foundation
Beverly Tatum, President Emerita, Spelman College

Shirley Tilghman, President Emerita,
Princeton University

Michelle Weise, Senior Vice President for
Workforce Strategies and Chief Innovation O  cer,
Strada Education Network
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Tom Bailey, George and Abby O’Neill Professor
of Economics and Education, Teachers College,
Columbia University

Sandy Baum, Senior Fellow, Urban Institute
Ronald G. Ehrenberg, Irving M. Ives Professor



